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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1949. 


Area  (in  acres)  . 

Population  1921  (census)  . 

1931 

y  y  ^  •••  *  »  «  •  •  •  •••  •  •  •  • 

1949 

y  y  i  s  •  •  •  *  *  •  •••  •••  • 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  occupied  1921  (census) 


3,777 

13,511 

14,247 

16,410 

3,076 


>»  >>  tt  r>  }> 

1931  „ 

•  •  • 

3,827 

yy  yy  yy  yy  t? 

1949  ... 

•  •  • 

5,188 

Rateable  Value,  1949  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

£86,697 

Product  of  a  penny  rate,  1949 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

£346 

Live  Births. 

Total 

Male  Female 

Rate 

Legitimate . 

...  211 

133 

98 

Illegitimate  . 

...  8 

3 

5 

219 

116 

103 

13.34 

Stillbirths. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Illegitimate  . 

•  •  ♦ 

— 

___ 

2 

■ — 

2 

0.12 

Total 

Male  Female 

Rate 

Deaths  (all  causes)  . 

...  221 

112 

109 

13.46 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

nil. 

Other  maternal  causes  . 

«  •  *  •  *  » 

•  •  • 

nil. 

nil. 

Infant  Mortality — rate  per  1,000  live  births  : 

Total 

Male  Female 

Rate 

Legitimate  ... 

2 

1 

1 

9.47 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

— 

125 

•••  •  •  •  •••  •  •  * 

...  3 

2 

1 

13.69 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 
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Rushden  Urban  District  Council. 


Members  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Sommittee  : 

Councillors  H.  Waring  (Chairman),  J.  Allen,  A.  H.  Bailey, 
W.  J.  Keller,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Lean,  Mrs.  A.  U.  Muxlow,  C.C.,  J.  H.  J. 
Paragreen,  Mrs.  A.  Rowthorn,  E.  A.  Sugars. 

Councillor  W.  E.  Capon,  J.P.,  Chairman  of  the  Council,  was  an 
ex-officio  member. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

P.  X.  Bermingham,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

1st  February,  1949. 

Also  holds  appointments  of 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Borough  of  Higham  Ferrers. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Wellingborough  Urban  District. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Irthlingborough  Urban  District. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Wellingborough  Rural  District. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officer. 

Secretary  : 

Miss  J.  Pearson. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Meat  Inspector  : 

H.  W.  Ellis,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

V 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

J.  P.  Davies,  M.S.I.A. 
to  10 th  February ,  1949. 

J.  A.  McPherson,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  M.Inst.M.  M.R.S.A. 
(Scotland). 

from  11  th  May,  1949. 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Swanspool, 

W  ellingborough . 

August,  1950. 

To  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Urban  District  of  Rushden. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1949 
upon  the  Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area. 

In  this  year’s  report  a  precedent  is  created  in  that  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  report,  instead  of  being  incorporated  in  mine,  is  a  separate 
entity.  In  this  way  an  opportunity  is  offered  to  an  important  Depart¬ 
ment  to  give  fuller  details  of  its  activities  and  express  its  own  opinions. 
This,  in  my  opinion,  is  only  fair,  for  whereas  the  Medical  Officer  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  form  a  team  for  the  prevention  and  protection  of  the 
community  against  disease,  greater  success  should  be  accomplished  by 
the  encouraging  of  individual  enterprise  and  expression.  At  this  juncture 
I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance  and  co-operation 
I  have  received  during  the  year  from  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
his  Department. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  period  under  review  were  as  follows. 
Death  Rate  13.46  compared  with  11.27  last  year,  which  is  rather  higher 
than  an  average  for  the  years,  which  will  be  seen  from  Table  No.  4,  page 
22,  dating  back  to  1898.  The  Birth  Rate  was  13.4,  which  is  the  lowest 
recorded  since  1941,  when  the  rate  first  began  to  show  a  rise.  The 
Infant  Mortality  rate  was  13.69  and,  as  will  be  seen  from  Table  No.  4, 
page  22,  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded.  This  is  a  very  satisfactory  state  of 
affairs  and  speaks  highly  of  all  those  associated  with  Maternity  and 
Infant  Welfare. 

With  regard  to  Infectious  Diseases,  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  showed  an  increase,  but  cases  on  the  whole  were  mild,  the  incidence 
of  Measles  was  low,  Whooping  Cough  cases  were  about  equal  in  number 
to  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred.  This 
is  the  fourth  year  that  the  Town  has  been  free  of  this  disease.  The 
number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  showed  an  increase  on  the  figure  for 
1948.  Six  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 
All  these  cases  were  in  children  and  none  proved  fatal. 

The  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area  are  well  maintained. 
Housing  still  remains  one  of  our  greatest  social  problems  and  a  sustained 
effort  must  be  made  in  the  building  of  more  houses.  One  cannot  over 
emphasise  the  ill  effects  of  the  shortage  of  homes  for  the  people. 

I  am  grateful  for  the  assistance  I  have  received  from  the  Officers  of 
the  Council  in  the  preparation  of  this  Report  and  appreciate  very  much 
the  support  I  have  received  from  members  of  the  Health  Committee 
during  the  year. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  X.  BERMINGHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area.  The  area  consists  of  3,777  acres.  The  density  of  population 
equals  4.3  persons  per  acre  and  the  housing  factor  is  3.1  persons  per  house. 

Population.  The  Registrar-General  in  his  returns  for  the  mid-year 
1949  estimates  the  civilian  population  for  the  area  as  16,410  persons. 
This  shows  an  increase  of  190  on  the  figure  for  1948.  During  the  period 
deaths  outnumbered  births  by  two  and  so  no  natural  increase  in  population 
occurred. 


Deaths.  After  the  necessary  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward 
transferable  deaths  the  Registrar-General  returns  show  that  221  deaths 
were  assigned  to  the  area.  This  figure  is  37  more  than  for  the  previous 
year  when  184  deaths  were  recorded.  The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
civilian  population  for  the  year  was  13.46.  The  following  table  shows 
the  comparison  between  recorded  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  the 
Administrative  County  and  Rushden  for  the  period  1945-1949  : 


Year 

Total 

Rushden 

M  ale 

Fe¬ 

male 

Recorded 

Rate 

County  England  dr  Wales 

Recorded  Rate  Recorded  Rate 

1945 

176 

100 

76 

12.57 

12.34 

11.40 

1946 

215 

118 

97 

14.13 

12.00 

11.50 

1947 

200 

103 

97 

12.95 

12.43 

12.00 

1948 

184 

95 

89 

11.27 

11.00 

10.8 

1949 

221 

112 

109 

13.46 

* 

11.7 

*  Not  available 


Table  No.  1,  page  23,  gives  a  classification  of  the  causes  of  deaths 
and  is  in  accordance  with  the  International  List  of  Causes  of  Deaths,  1938. 

Table  No.  2,  page  24,  gives  a  list  of  deaths  from  selected  causes 
for  the  period  1929  to  1949. 

Of  the  total  number  of  deaths,  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory 
System  were  responsible  for  55.65%  ;  Cancer  for  14.02%  ;  Tuberculosis 
for  4.07%,  and  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  for  10.40%. 


Births.  During  the  year  219  live  births  were  recorded.  Of  these 
116  were  males  and  103  females.  The  total  figure  for  the  year  shows  a 
considerable  fall  on  the  number  of  births  for  1948  when  283  were  registered. 
The  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  1949  was  13.34.  During  the 
same  period  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  16.7. 
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Table  No.  4,  page  25,  give  vital  statistics  for  the  District  for  the 
period  1898  to  1949  and  from  it  will  be  seen  the  trend  of  the  birth  rate 
over  the  years.  A  comparison  between  the  Birth  rates  for  England 
and  Wales,  the  Administrative  County  and  Rushden  is  given  in  the 


following  table,  and  covers  the  period 

1945  to 

1949  : 

Birth  Rate, 

1948-9. 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Rushden 

20.04 

17.74 

19.94 

17.34 

13.34 

Administrative  County 

18.98 

19.17 

20.42 

17.46 

* 

England  and  Wales 

16.10 

19.1 

20.5 

17.9 

16.7 

*  Not  available. 


Stillbirths.  Two  stillbirths  were  registered  during  the  year  com¬ 
pared  with  10  in  1948.  This  gives  a  rate  of  0.12  per  1,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion.  Last  year’s  rate  was  .61.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for 
1949  was  .39.  Table  No.  5,  page  26,  gives  rates  for  the  period  1935-1949 
together  with  rates  of  Illegitimacy  and  Masculinity  of  Birth. 

Illegitimate  Births.  Eight  illegitimate  births  (3  male  and  5  female) 
were  recorded  during  the  year.  Last  year  there  were  12  births  under 
this  heading.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  36.52  per  1,000  live  births. 
Last  year’s  rate  was  42.40. 

Maternal  Mortality.  No  deaths  were  recorded  under  this  heading. 

Infant  Mortality.  Three  infant  deaths  were  recorded.  Two  males 
and  one  female  died  before  attaining  their  first  birthday.  This  gives  a 
rate  of  13.69  per  1,000  live  births.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for 
the  same  year  was  32. 

Deaths  under  on  year  per  1,000  live  births 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Rushden 

49.64(14) 

33.33(9) 

25.97(8) 

31.80(9) 

13.69(3) 

Administrative 

County 

39.17 

36.86 

35.07 

31.67 

♦ 

England  and 

Wales  ...  46.00 

*  Not  available. 

43.00 

41.00 

34.00 

32 

The  rate  shows  a  considerable  decrease  on  that  for  1948  (31.80) 
when  nine  deaths  occurred.  It  is  also  much  lower  than  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales,  which  for  1949  was  32. 
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As  will  be  seen  from  Table  No.  4,  page  25,  which  gives  the  record  of 
Death  and  Birth  rates  for  a  period  1898  to  1949  it  is  the  lowest  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  ever  recorded.  This  should  give  considerable  satisfaction 
in  the  District. 

Neonatal  Mortality.  This  subdivision  of  the  Infant  Mortality  rate 
includes  all  infants  who  die  within  28  days  of  independent  existence. 
As  will  be  seen  from  Table  No.  3,  page  24,  which  gives  the  causes  of  death 
of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  all  three  deaths  occurred  in  the  fourth 
week  of  life.  The  rate  for  this  sub-division  is  thus  the  same  as  for  the 
Infant  Mortality  Rate — 13.69. 

Deaths  under  one  month  per  1,000  live  births. 

1945  1946  1947  1948  1949 

Rushden  ...  39.00(11)  25.92(7)  12.94(4)  14.13(4)  13.69(3) 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Laboratory  Service.  The  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Northampton  General  Hospital  provides  facilities  for  the  Bacteriological 
examination  of  specimens  sent  from  the  District.  Such  specimens  are 
in  connection  with  Infectious  and  Communicable  Diseases,  and  the 
assistance  of  Dr.  Hoyle,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  laboratory,  is  very  much 
appreciated.  Water  samples  for  Bacteriological  examination  are  also 
sent  to  this  laboratory.  Milk  samples  are  sent  to  the  County  Health 
Laboratory. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin.  A  supply  of  antitoxin  is  kept  at  the  Public 
Health  Department,  Swanspool,  Wellingborough,  and  is  available  for 
the  use  of  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  District  on  request. 

Ambulance  Service.  This  is  provided  by  the  Rushden  and  District 
Motor  Ambulance  Association,  President  :  Mr.  C.  S.  Wooding  ;  Secretary: 
Mr.  H.  C.  Allen,  2,  St.  Margaret’s  Avenue,  Rushden.  This  Association 
has  two  motor  ambulances  and  during  the  year  these  made  1,181  journeys 
compared  with  537  journeys  made  in  the  previous  year.  The  approximate 
mileage  covered  was  28,645  miles  compared  with  16,804  miles  for  1948. 
The  extraordinary  increase  in  the  work  of  the  ambulances  is  mainly  due 
to  the  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  The  following 
table  shows  the  journeys  made  and  the  mileage  for  the  period  1945  to 
1949  : 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Journeys 

306 

306 

318 

537 

1,181 

Mileage 

...  9,397 

9,487 

9,640 

16,804 

28,645 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  requiring  hospitalisation  are  removed 
by  the  ambulance  service  of  the  Harborough  Road  Isolation  Hospital, 
Northampton. 

Nursing  in  the  Home.  The  Rushden  Nursing  Association  employs 
two  State  Certified  Midwives  and  one  State  Registered  Nurse.  The 
following  gives  details  of  work  carried  out  by  them  in  the  area  during  the 
year  : 

General  Maternity  Midwifery  Total  Visits 

170  113  17  5,302 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics.  Antenatal  and  Post  Natal  Clinics 
are  held  at  the  Wesleyan  Church  Rooms,  Queen  Street,  on  Tuesday 
mornings  at  10  a.m. 
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Child  Welfare  Centre  is  held  on  Wednesday  afternoons  at  the  same 
place.  The  County  Health  Department  is  responsible  for  the  running  of 
these  Centres. 

The  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital  holds  a  clinic  on  alternate 
Fridays  at  the  Church  Rooms,  Queen  Street. 

Hospitals.  In  January,  1949,  the  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital 
opened  a  hospital  in  the  Hayway.  This  was  to  take  the  place  of  their 
premises  at  Griffith  Street  which  are  now  used  as  a  Nurses’  Home.  At 
this  Hospital  in  the  Hayway  they  have  a  physiotherapist  present  full-time 
and  a  visiting  Gymnast  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays.  An 
Orthopaedic  Specialist  attends  Monday  afternoons  and  on  an  average 
about  150  persons  attend  this  hospital  per  month. 

The  Sanatorium ,  Rushden  House,  Rushden.  G.B.  Lord,  M.D., 
Consultant  Chest  Physician  and  Medical  Superintendent. 

Isolation  Hospital.  There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases  in  the  area,  but  accommodation  for  such  cases  from  the  area 
is  provided  by  the  Harborough  Road  Isolation  Hospital,  Northampton. 
Seven  cases  from  the  area  were  admitted  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Water  Supply.  Although  details  concerning  the  water  supply  for 
the  town  were  given  last  year,  as  it  has  been  requested  that  this 
information  should  be  given  in  the  1949  Annual  Report,  it  is  again 
included.  The  water  supply  to  the  town  is  provided  by  a  Joint  Water 
Board  created  under  the  terms  of  the  Higham  Ferrers  and  Rushden 
Water  Board  Act,  1902.  The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  three 
sources. 

(1)  Sywell.  Watershed  situated  about  two  miles  South  East  of 
Sywell  to  two  miles  North  East,  with  a  drainage  area  of  1,747  acres. 
It  is  situated  in  the  Wellingborough  Rural  area.  The  nature  of  the  land 
is  arable  pasture  and  woodland. 

The  area  of  the  Board’s  land  is  133  acres.  The  storage  reservoir, 
when  full,  covers  68|  acres  of  this.  When  full  the  capacity  of  the  reservoir 
is  236,000,000  gallons,  but  due  to  silting  of  the  bed  it  is  probably  much 
less.  The  estimated  quantity  available  per  day  is  330,000  gallons.  The 
plant  consists  of  three  slow  sand  filters,  total  area  2,000  square  yards. 
Clean  water  tank,  150,000  gallons,  capacity  and  pumping  station  equipped 
with  two  pumps  of  65  h.p.  and  110  h.p.  respectively.  All  water  is  chlori¬ 
nated  with  hypo-chlorinator  suitable  for  qnantities  up  to  30,000  gallons 
per  hour. 

(2)  Wollaston.  These  works  were  opened  in  1939  and  consist  of 
wells  in  the  Nene  gravels.  They  are  situated  on  land  close  to  the  River 
Nene  and  approximately  1J  miles  West-North- West  of  Wollaston.  The 
source  of  supply  is  taken  from  a  well  16  feet  deep  sunk  into  the  Nene 
River  Gravels  overlying  Blue  Lias  Clay.  The  yield  from  this  well  in  a 
normal  season  is  about  20,000  gallons  per  hour  over  a  period  of  24  hours. 
In  1944  three  collector  drains  were  installed  to  augment  the  supply  to  the 
well. 

Plant  consists  of  a  low  lift  pump  of  44  h.p.  to  take  water  from  the 
well,  and  a  high  lift  pump  of  72  h.p.  to  pump  it  into  the  rising  main. 
Two  mechanical  filters  are  installed  for  a  rate  of  flow  of  10,000  gallons 
per  hour  only.  Water  is  chlorinated. 

The  enlargement  of  this  pumping  station  with  the  installation  of 
additional  filter  plant  is  to  be  carried  out. 

(3)  Wymington  Works.  Situated  approximately  half  a  mile  North- 
West  of  the  village  of  Wymington.  Water  is  pumped  from  four  wells 
sunk  into  the  Northampton  Sands  at  the  outcrop  of  the  Upper  Lias  Clay. 
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Pumping  station  is  equipped  with  one  gas  engine  of  22  h.p.  capacity,  and 
water  is  pumped  into  a  service  reservoir  of  capacity  240,000  gallons. 
Water  is  chlorinated  by  means  of  a  portable  chlorinator.  This  supply  is 
now  used  for  emergency  purposes  only,  the  reservoir  being  filled  normally 
from  the  Bedford  Road  Reservoir. 

Chemical  Analysis  of  samples  of  water  from  these  three  sources 
proved  satisfactory. 

Hardness — Sywell — 13.4  parts  per  100,000 — slightly  hard. 

Wollaston — 21.2  parts  per  100,000 — hard. 

Wymington — 33.9  parts  per  100,000 — very  hard. 

A  water  with  a  hardness  of  over  30  parts  per  100,000  should  be 
softened.  Wymington  is  the  only  source  that  falls  into  this  category, 
but  it  is  only  used  in  an  emergency. 

Quality  of  Water.  All  water  sold  by  the  Board  is  chlorinated  before 
being  passed  into  supply.  Samples  of  water  were  regularly  taken  and 
submitted  to  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at 
Northampton  for  Bacteriological  Examination.  The  reports  were 
always  ol  a  very  satisfactory  nature. 

The  following  table  shows  the  daily  consumption  of  water  per  head 
of  population  for  Domestic  and  Municipal  purposes  and  for  Trade  purposes 
and  covers  the  period  1945-1949  : 


Domestic  and  Municipal 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Purposes  . 

22.17 

21.41 

26.00 

23.83 

20.7 

Trade  Purposes 

3.35 

3.02 

5.00 

4.43 

4.65 

T otal  ...  ... 

25.52 

24.43 

31.00 

28.26 

25.35 

5,063  houses  in  the  area  have  a  piped  water  supply.  102  houses 
are  dependent  on  standpipes  and  45  houses  are  not  supplied  with  water. 

No.  of  Council  houses  connected  during  1949 — 54. 

No.  of  Private  houses  connected  during  1949 — 14. 

No.  of  houses  on  the  Court  Estate  connected  during  1949 — 88. 

The  rainfall  for  the  period  1945-1949  was  : 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Rushden 

22.10 

29.78 

19.33 

25.66 

18.51 

Sywell 

20.70 

27.74 

19.42 

25.35 

18.48 

Sewage  Disposal,  Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The 

well  maintained  and  kept  in  a  good  state  of  repair. 

sewage  works  are 
These  works  are 

being  utilised  to  full  capacity,  and  although  standing  up  to  the  present 


13 


demands  any  future  development  in  Rushden  with  a  consequent  increase 
in  the  amount  of  sewage  to  be  dealt  with,  especially  if  trade  effluent, 
would  mean  of  necessity  the  provision  of  extra  facilities  at  these  sewage 
works.  Anyway,  future  plans  for  the  extension  of  these  works  will  have 
to  be  considered. 

Filtered  Storm  Water  Total 

Daily  Average  520,112  69,295  589,407  gallons 

Maximum  Daily 

Flow  ...  841,500  1,508,418  2,349,918  gallons 

Four  samples  of  Sewage  for  Chemical  Analysis  were  taken  during 
the  year.  Results  of  Chemical  Analysis  of  the  Crude  Sewa ge  shows  it 
to  be  a  very  strong  sewage.  The  remarks  of  the  Public  Analysts  on  the 
final  effluent  from  the  works  after  treatment  were  as  follows  : 

“  The  figure  obtained  for  suspended  solids  exceeds  the  limit 
recommended  by  the  Royal  Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal  (i.e.  3 
parts  per  100,000)  whilst  the  amount  of  dissolved  oxygen  absorbed  in 
five  days  reaches  the  recommended  limit  (i.e.  2  parts  per  100,000). 
Nitrification  appears  to  be  reasonably  satisfactory.  An  effort  should 
be  made  to  reduce  the  suspended  solid  matter  and  to  increase  the 
P.H.  value  of  this  sewage  effluent.”  Dated  7th  October,  1949. 

The  results  of  the  two  samples  taken  prior  to  this,  summarised,  were 
as  follows  : 

“  The  results  show  that  the  crude  sewage  is  a  fairly  strong  one 
and  that  the  final  effluent  is  a  comparative!}/  good  one.  The  degree 
of  purification  appears  at  first  sight  to  be  exceptionally  high,  but 
the  Chloride  figure  for  the  effluent  is  materially  less  than  that  of  the 
crude  sewage  so  that  some  ot  the  apparent  purification  would  have 
to  be  credited  to  simple  dilution.  So  far  as  the  suspended  matter 
and  B.O.D.  are  concerned  it  is  a  satisfactory  condition  for  discharge 
into  a  stream.” 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  some  variation  in  analyses 
of  final  effluent  but  that,  on  the  whole,  it  is  fit  to  be  discharged  into  the 
stream  after  final  treatment. 

Closet  Accommodation.  With  the  exception  of  eight  outlying  houses 
which  are  dependent  on  bucket  latrines  the  remainder  of  houses  in  the 
area  are  provided  with  closets  and  flushing  cisterns. 

Disinfection.  Steam  disinfection  is  carried  out  when  required  at  the 
Council’s  disinfection  plant.  A  considerable  amount  of  articles,  clothing 
and  bedding  in  connection  with  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  was  dealt 
with  during  the  year.  Neighbouring  authorities  who  have  not  such 
facilities,  on  request,  have  had  disinfection  carried  out  for  them.  The 
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plant  is  well  maintained  and  under  the  supervision  of  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  ;  this  department  has  carried  out  their  very  necessary  duties 
with  satisfaction. 

Concurrent  and  terminal  disinfection  associated  with  cases  of 
Infectious  Diseases  was  carried  out  by  liquid  and  gaseous  disinfectants. 

Swimming  Baths.  The  open-air  swimming  baths  run  by  the  Council 
provide  healthy  relaxation  for  the  people  of  the  town.  The  baths  are 
well  maintained  and  are  provided  with  a  chlorination  and  filtration  plant. 
Samples  of  water  from  these  baths  were  taken  for  bacteriological  exami¬ 
nation  during  the  season  and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Free 
chlorine  in  .5  parts  per  million  was  maintained  and  the  waters  of  this  pool 
gave  rise  to  no  anxiety  during  the  period.  Some  further  details  will  be 
found  in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

Moveable  Dwellings.  No  problems  occurred  during  the  year  under 
this  heading. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction  Act,  1919,  and  Infestation  Order,  1943). 

The  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  had  to  deal  with  problems 
arising  under  this  heading.  The  need  for  the  appointment  of  a  Rodent 
Operator  was  felt  and  such  an  addition  to  the  staff  would  be  in  the 
interests  of  Public  Health. 

Public  Cleansing.  Three  vehicles  are  used  for  collection  of  refuse. 
During  the  year  2,180  loads  were  collected,  weighing  approximately 
5,318  tons.  Refuse  is  deposited  at  the  tips  which  are  situated  off  the 
Wellingborough  Road  and  Bedford  Road,  some  distance  from  the  centre 
of  the  town.  Controlled  tipping  is  carried  out  here  and  in  the  fly  season 
the  tip  is  sprayed.  Facilities  for  carrying  out  this  are  available  on  the 
site. 

Further  details  concerning  items  on  this  Section  will  be  found  in 
the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  under  heading  Part  1. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  395  applicants  on  the  books  for 
Council  houses.  This  figure  shows  a  decrease  on  the  number  of  names 
on  the  list  at  the  end  of  1948,  when  there  were  425.  During  the  year 
building  commenced  on  24  houses  and  12  of  these  (3  bedroom  type)  were 
completed.  Altogether  during  the  period  54  houses  (3  bedroom  type) 
were  completed. 

Private  Houses.  Fifteen  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  and 
six  of  these  houses  were  completed.  In  all  twelve  private  houses  were 
completed  during  1949.  Two  houses  were  converted  into  flats. 

During  the  year  many  visits  were  made  to  inspect  living  con¬ 
ditions  of  applicants  for  Council  houses.  Results  of  these  inspections 
were  forwarded  to  the  Housing  Manager  to  bring  before  the  Housing 
Committee.  The  results  of  such  inspections  brings  to  mind  very  forcibly 
the  urgent  need  for  more  houses,  as  far  too  many  families  are  living  under 
bad  housing  conditions.  From  a  health  point  of  view  housing  is  of 
paramount  importance  as  overcrowding,  dampness,  poor  ventilation,  etc., 
are  ideal  factors  for  the  spread  of  such  diseases  as  Tuberculosis, 
Respiratory  and  Infectious  Diseases.  Also  bad  housing  has  a  detrimental 
effect  upon  the  mental  development  and  training  of  the  young. 

Under  Part  3  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  will  be  found 
some  further  details  concerning  housing. 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

As  this  Section  deals  mainly  with  work  carried  out  by  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  full  details  will  be  found  in  his  report 
under  Part  2. 

Milk  Supply.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  coming  into  force  of  the  new 
Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944,  has  meant  little  difference 
to  the  work  of  the  Department. 

The  results  of  milk  sampling  during  the  period  is  interesting  and  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  majority  of  bad  results  were  got  during  the  summer 
months  when  the  temperature  was  abnormally  high.  Also  the  time 
factor  and  temperature  involved  in  the  transport  of  these  samples  to  the 
Laboratory  must  be  considered.  The  results,  on  the  whole,  are  satis¬ 
factory  and  gave  rise  to  no  concern. 

The  Table  giving  the  results  of  rinsed  milk  bottle  samples  is 
satisfactory  and  the  taking  of  such  samples  is  certainly  in  the  interests 
of  a  higher  standard  with  regard  to  purity  of  milk. 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream.  With  the  co-operation  of  the 
traders  and  the  endeavours  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  the  standards 
with  regard  to  the  production  of  Ice  Cream  in  Rushden  is  high.  The 
results  of  samples  of  Ice  Cream  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Northampton  may  not  appear  to  be  satisfactory,  but  a  number  of  factors 
must  be  taken  into  consideration  when  examining  these  results.  Firstly  , 
the  temperature  when  the  samples  were  taken,  secondly,  the  means  of 
transport.  It  will  be  remembered  that  it  was  a  very  hot  summer  and, 
secondly,  the  sample  box  used  during  the  period  was  not  equipped  with 
facilities  for  the  enclosure  of  ice.  Such  results  also  have  to  be  considered 
over  a  long  period  and  no  conclusion  can  be  drawn  from  one  or  two  bad 
results,  but  only  on  the  results  of  a  series  of  samples. 

Northamptonshire  Clean  Food  Guild.  Steps  to  set  up  such  a  Guild 
were  taken  during  the  year.  A  conference  of  Medical  Officers  and 
Sanitary  Inspectors  was  held  at  Northampton  to  discuss  the  formation 
of  a  Clean  Food  Guild  and  if  it  was  of  the  opinion  that  such  a  Guild  was 
required.  It  was  the  feeling  of  this  meeting  that  such  a  Guild  was 
required,  and  a  sub-committee  was  formed  to  draw  up  the  constitution 
of  a  committee  to  run  such  a  Guild  with  rules  and  regulations  and  Codes 
of  Practice.  This  was  done  and  officials  reported  back  to  their  Authorities. 
A  further  meeting  was  held  with  representatives  from  the  different 
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Authorities  in  the  County  and,  as  a  result  of  this  meeting,  it  was  decide d 
to  form  a  Northamptonshire  Clean  Food  Guild,  to  be  constituted  on  the 
lines  suggested  in  the  report  of  the  sub-committee. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Guild  will  be  a  success  as  undoubtedly 
there  is  a  need  for  such  a  movement,  as  the  number  of  outbreaks  of 
Food  Poisoning  is  on  the  increase  and  greater  care  in  the  handling  and 
protection  of  food  is  required. 

Livestock  (Restriction  on  Slaughtering)  Order,  1940.  A  very  full 
account  will  be  found  under  this  heading  in  Part  2  of  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  report.  He  has  drawn  attention  to  the  fact  that  action 
should  be  taken  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  with  regard  to  cases  coming 
under  the  heading  of  ‘  Casualties  ’  and  ‘  Emergency  Slaughter  ’.  Such 
cases  should  be  accompanied  by  a  Veterinary  Certificate  or  a  case  history 
from  the  owner.  This  would  help  considerably  in  the  protection  of  the 
population’s  meat  supply  and  would  also  help  to  avoid  possible  contami¬ 
nation  of  sound  carcases  by  the  slaughtering  of  such  diseased  beasts  at 
the  abattoir. 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Smallpox.  No  cases  were  notified. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  No  cases  were  notified. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Thirty-eight  cases  were  notified  compared  with 
nineteen  cases  in  1948. 

Diphtheria.  This  is  the  fourth  year  in  succession  that  no  cases  of 
Diphtheria  have  occurred. 

Diphtheria  Prophylaxis.  Details  of  the  number  of  children  in  the 
District  immunised  against  Diphtheria  are  given  in  the  following  table. 
This  table  has  been  compiled  up  to  31st  December,  1949. 


Immunisation  in  Relation  to  Child  Population. 

Number  of  Children  who  had  completed  a  full  course  of  Immunisation  at 

any  time  up  to  31  December,  1949 


Age  at 
31:12:49 
i.e.  Born  in 
Year  ... 

Under 

1 

1949 

1 

1948 

2 

1947 

3 

1946 

4 

1945 

5  to  9 

1940-1944 

10  to  14 

1935-1939 

Total 

under  15 

Number 

Immunised 

8 

184 

241 

195 

199 

943 

894 

2664 

Estimated 

mid-year 

population 

1949 

_ J 

V _ 

j 

- - - 

1383 

nr 

2035 

Number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  1949  : 

Under  5  years  5-14  years  Booster  doses 
188  2  63 

The  above  statistics  do  not  take  into  account  the  number  of  children 
immunised  by  private  arrangements. 

The  Immunisation  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Alfred  Street  School  on  the 
first  Saturday  of  each  month  and  is  run  by  the  County  Council. 

Measles.  45  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  In  1948  there 
were  237  cases.  Table  No.  6,  page  27  gives  analysis  of  the  age  and  sex 
incidence  of  cases  with  similar  details  for  whooping  cough. 
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Whooping  Cough.  37  cases  were  notified  compared  with  34  cases 
in  1948. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  No  cases  were  notified. 

Pneumonia.  15  cases  were  reported.  Last  year  there  were  20 
cases.  Pneumonia  caused  nine  deaths  during  the  year. 

Influenza.  Four  deaths  occurred  during  the  period  from  influenza. 

Erysipelas.  There  were  8  cases  notified  as  compared  with  5  cases 
in  1948. 

Poliomyelitis.  Six  cases  of  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  occurred 
in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  The  first  two  cases  occurred  in  the  tenth 
month,  one  in  the  eleventh  and  three  in  the  twelfth  month.  All  cases 
were  in  children,  the  ages  ranging  from  two  years  to  ten  years.  No  case 
proved  fatal  and  all  were  removed  to  the  Harborough  Road  Hospital, 
and  later  were  transferred  to  the  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital  for 
follow-up  treatment. 

Tuberculosis.  In  1949  sixteen  new  cases  were  notified.  In  1948 
there  were  eleven  cases.  Of  the  sixteen  cases  nine  were  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  (five  male  and  four  female)  and  seven  of  non-pulmonary 
infections  (two  male  and  five  female).  The  numbers  of  new  cases  (all 
forms)  notified  during  the  past  nine  years  were  as  follows  : 

1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948  1949 

21  20  18  17  31  15  18  11  16 

The  Mortality  during  the  corresponding  period  was  : 

1941-1949 

Rate  [crude)  per 

Year  Tuberculosis — all  forms  1,000  of  population 


1941 

Male 

10 

Female 

4 

Total 

14 

Rushden  County 
.79  .50 

1942 

4 

4 

8 

.48 

.49 

1943 

2 

3 

5 

.32 

.50 

1944 

4 

7 

11 

.72 

.62 

1945 

5 

1 

6 

.43 

.58 

1946 

7 

3 

10 

.65 

.45 

1947 

7 

2 

9 

.58 

.36 

1948 

4 

2 

6 

.36 

.42 

1949 

5 

4 

9 

.54 

* 

*  Not  available 
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As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  nine  deaths  occurred  during  the 
period  from  Tuberculosis,  seven  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (5  males, 
2  females),  and  two  due  to  non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (2  females).  The 
number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  on  31st  December,  1949  was 
130 — 94  Pulmonary  (57  male,  37  female),  and  36  Non-pulmonary  (21 
male,  36  female). 

Six  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Rushden  House  Sanatorium  during 
the  year  and  nine  cases  were  discharged.  One  death  occurred  in  the 
Sanatorium  of  a  person  from  the  district. 

Tuberculosis  After-Care.  Excellent  work  continues  to  be  carried 
out  in  the  district  by  the  After-Care  Committee.  On  the  average  35 
patients  and  seven  families  have  received  monthly  grants  of  milk.  37 
Christmas  Vouchers  of  10/-  each  were  distributed  and  cash  gifts  for  the 
same  amount  given  to  the  four  Rushden  Patients  in  the  Sanatorium. 
Contact  with  the  patients  in  the  Sanatorium  has  been  made  by  monthly 
visits  and  by  gifts  of  5/-  each  for  each  Rushden  patient.  The  gift  service 
has  also  been  extended  to  patients  from  the  town  who  are  undergoing 
treatment  at  Creaton  Sanatorium  and  to  a  Wymington  patient  whilst 
in  a  Bedfordshire  Sanatorium. 
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SECTION  G. 


THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Sanitary  conveniences  in  the  case  of  all  factories  in  the  area  are, 
on  the  whole,  satisfactorily  maintained.  In  those  factories  where 
mechanical  power  is  not  used  provision  as  to — cleanliness,  number 
employed,  temperature,  ventilation  and  drainage  of  floors — there  was 
no  cause  for  serious  complaint.  Form  572  (Revised)  has  been  abridged 
and  is  given  in  Table  No.  11,  page  30. 

No  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  home  work  (Sections  110  and 
111),  but  a  tour  of  inspection  of  some  of  the  premises  where  home  work 
was  carried  out  was  made  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself. 
No  matter  arose  out  of  this  inspection  requiring  action,  but  persons  were 
advised  concerning  the  use  of  certain  materials. 

For  further  details  concerning  this  section  see  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  report. 
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SECTION  H 


STATISTICAL  TABLES. 


Table  No.  1. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1949. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

— 

— 

— - 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  cough 

— 

1 

1 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

5 

2 

7 

7. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

— 

2 

2 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Influenza 

1 

3 

4 

10. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 

— 

— 

— • 

12. 

Acute  infective  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  (M) 

— 

— 

— 

uterus  (F) 

— 

3 

3 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

1 

— - 

1 

15. 

Cancer  of  breasl  ... 

— 

3 

3 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

17 

7 

24 

17. 

Diabetes 

■ - 

5 

5 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

19 

21 

40 

19. 

Heart  disease 

42 

34 

76 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

5 

2 

7 

21. 

Bronchitis 

7 

4 

11 

22. 

Pneumonia 

5 

4 

9 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

2 

3 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

— 

1 

1 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

1 

— 

1 

26. 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis 

2 

2 

4 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

• — 

31. 

Premature  birth  ...  ' 

— 

— 

— 

32. 

Congenital  malformations,  birth  injury  and 
infantile  diseases 

2 

2 

33. 

Suicide  ... 

1 

1 

2 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

— 

1 

1 

36. 

All  other  causes  ... 

3 

8 

11 

All  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ... 

112 

109 

221 

23 


Table  No.  2. 


DEATHS  FROM  SELECTED  CAUSES,  1929-1949. 


Year 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Cancer 

Diseases  of 
Heart  and 
Blood  Vessels 

Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia 
and  other 
Respiratory 
Diseases 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

1929 

_ 

. - 

12 

0.85 

21 

1.49 

39 

2.76 

9 

0.64 

1930 

1 

0.08 

7 

0.49 

11 

0.78 

38 

2.71 

16 

1.14 

1931 

— 

— 

10 

0.70 

17 

1.18 

47 

3.29 

23 

1.61 

1932 

1 

0.07 

10 

0.70 

10 

0.70 

48 

3.37 

18 

1.26 

1933 

2 

0.13 

14 

0.97 

20 

1.39 

53 

3.69 

9 

0.62 

1934 

1 

0.07 

10 

0.69 

22 

1.52 

81 

5.62 

9 

0.62 

1935 

6 

0.41 

5 

0.34 

16 

1.09 

51 

3.50 

12 

0.82 

1936 

3 

0.20 

9 

0.61 

18 

1.22 

66 

4.47 

12 

0.81 

1937 

— 

— 

4 

0.26 

21 

1.41 

68 

4.56 

10 

0  67 

1938 

— 

— 

10 

0.66 

23 

1.52 

69 

4.57 

7 

0.46 

1939 

1 

0.06 

11 

0.70 

23 

1.46 

57 

3.63 

9 

0.57 

1940 

3 

0.17 

10 

0.60 

32 

1.92 

78 

4.69 

23 

1.38 

1941 

1 

0.06 

13 

0.52 

32 

1.81 

79 

4.48 

26 

1.47 

1942 

1 

0.06 

7 

0.43 

28 

1.72 

72 

4.42 

13 

0.80 

1943 

— 

— 

5 

0.32 

32 

2.00 

51 

3.29 

20 

1.29 

1944 

4 

0.26 

7 

0.46 

22 

1.45 

101 

6.66 

22 

1.45 

1945 

2 

0.14 

4 

0.28 

24 

1.76 

101 

7.17 

9 

0.63 

1946 

3 

0.19 

7 

0.46 

29 

1.90 

106 

6.31 

18 

1.18 

1947 

1 

0.06 

8 

0.51 

15 

0.97 

115 

7.44 

17 

1.10 

1948 

— 

* - 

6 

0.36 

30 

1.83 

95 

5.82 

16 

0.98 

1949 

2 

0.12 

7 

0.42 

31 

1.88 

123 

7.49 

23 

1.40 

Table  No.  3. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 


Causes  of  Death 

Age  in  U 

Teeks 

—1 

—2 

—3 

—4 

5-52 

Total 

1. 

Congenital  malformations... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy 

Congenital  debility  and 

icterus.  Premature  Birth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Injury  at  Birth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Atelectasis  ... 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

Others 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Diseases  of  Respiratory 

System 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4. 

Diseases  of  Digestive  Sys- 

tern  ...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

5. 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Infectious  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

8. 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Overlaying 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Other  violence 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

All  Other  Causes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

24 


Table  No.  4. 

DEATH  AND  BIRTH  RATES  FOR  1898-1949. 


Net  Deaths  belonging  to  District 

Estimated 

Population 

mid-year 

Under 

1  year 

At  all 

Ages 

Year 

No. 

Rate  per 
1,000 

No. 

Rate  per 
1,000 

No. 

Rate  per 
1,000 

1898 

12,000 

443 

36.9 

85 

184.0 

192 

16.0 

1899 

12,245 

463 

37.8 

49 

105.8 

145 

11.8 

1900 

14,359 

434 

30.2 

65 

149.0 

153 

10.6 

1901 

12,453 

424 

33.6 

46 

108.4 

123 

9.7 

1902 

12,961 

407 

31.4 

50 

122.8 

133 

10.2 

1903 

13,337 

404 

30.2 

37 

91.5 

139 

10.4 

1904 

13,713 

387 

28.2 

46 

118.8 

162 

11.8 

1905 

14,089 

328 

23.2 

36 

109.7 

119 

8.4 

1906 

14,190 

351 

24.7 

40 

113.9 

122 

8.5 

1907 

14,816 

315 

21.2 

25 

79.3 

131 

8.1 

1908 

15,192 

310 

20.4 

35 

112.9 

122 

8.0 

1909 

15,817 

284 

17.9 

31 

109.1 

130 

8.2 

1910 

16,442 

278 

16.9 

20 

71.9 

128 

7.7 

1911 

13,377 

281 

21.0 

29 

103.2 

130 

9.7 

1912 

13,658 

287 

21.0 

24 

83.6 

121 

8.8 

1913 

13,752 

237 

17.2 

19 

80.1 

118 

8.7 

1914 

13,915 

246 

17.6 

18 

73.1 

124 

8.9 

1915 

13,787 

277 

19.9 

30 

108.3 

145 

10.5 

1916 

13,531* 

256 

17.3 

15 

58.5 

138 

10.1 

1917 

12,315* 

13,728f 

14,722| 

200 

14.5 

12 

60.0 

123 

9.9 

1918 

12,900* 

14,454f 

158 

12.7 

8 

43.2 

129 

10.0 

1919 

13,850* 

14,428f 

206 

14.2 

27 

131.0 

153 

11.0 

1920 

14,402 

328 

22.7 

24 

73.1 

133 

9.2 

1921 

13,720 

273 

19.8 

22 

80.5 

147 

10.7 

1922 

13,740 

247 

17.9 

19 

76.9 

132 

9.6 

1923 

13,790 

243 

17.6 

12 

49.3 

131 

9.4 

1924 

13,750 

198 

14.4 

11 

55.5 

135 

9.8 

1925 

13,780 

211 

15.3 

13 

61.6 

138 

10.0 

1926 

13,520 

208 

15.3 

6 

28.8 

131 

9.7 

1927 

13,550 

174 

12.8 

10 

57.4 

139 

10.2 

1928 

13,650 

174 

12.0 

10 

57.4 

146 

10.6 

1929 

14,020 

174 

12.4 

9 

51.7 

127 

9.0 

1930 

14,020 

191 

13.6 

7 

36.6 

121 

8.6 

1931 

14,280 

161 

11.3 

8 

49.7 

154 

10.8 

1932 

14,240 

170 

11.9 

10 

58.8 

142 

9.9 

1933 

14,370 

168 

11.7 

7 

47.6 

159 

11.1 

1934 

14,410 

161 

11.2 

8 

49.7 

180 

12.5 

1935 

14,550 

176 

12.1 

15 

85.2 

155 

10.7 

1936 

14,740 

182 

12.3 

5 

27.5 

167 

11.3 

1937 

14,890 

191 

12.9 

6 

31.4 

155 

10.4 

1938 

15,090 

192 

12.7 

6 

31.3 

160 

10.6 

1939 

15,690* 

15,200| 

225 

14.2 

6 

26.7 

152 

9.7 

1940 

16,580 

200 

12.4 

16 

77.7 

233 

14.1 

1941 

17,600 

193 

10.9 

11 

54.1 

185 

10.5 

1942 

16,250 

251 

15.5 

6 

23.9 

163 

10.0 

1943 

15,490 

281 

18.1 

8 

28.4 

172 

11.1 

1944 

15,140 

278 

18.4 

15 

53.9 

202 

13.3 

1945 

14,070 

282 

20.0 

14 

49.6 

176 

12.6 

1946 

15,210 

270 

17.74 

9 

33.33 

215 

14.13 

1947 

15,440 

308 

19.94 

8 

25.97 

200 

12.95 

1948 

16,320 

283 

17.34 

9 

31.80 

184 

11.27 

1949 

16,410 

219 

13.34 

3 

13.69 

221 

13.46 

(*)  Estimated  population  for  calculation  of  Birth  Rates, 
(f)  Estimated  population  for  calculation  of  Death  Rates. 
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Table  No.  5. 


COMPARISON  OF  STILLBIRTHS,  ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS 
AND  MASCULINITY  OF  BIRTH. 

1934-49. 


Year 

Stillbirths  per  1,000. 

Illegitimate 
births  per  1,000 
live  births. 

Male  births  per 
1,000  live  female 
births. 

Population 
of  all 
ages. 

Total  births 
(live  and 
still). 

1934 

0.55 

47.32 

49.69 

1038 

1935 

0.76 

58.83 

39.77 

934 

1936 

0.27 

21.51 

54.94 

1166 

1937 

0.27 

20.51 

26.18 

1010 

1938 

0.26 

20.41 

52.30 

1087 

1939 

0.51 

34.34 

48.89 

1008 

1940 

0.42 

33.89 

25.00 

923 

1941 

0.51 

44.54 

56.99 

1144 

1942 

0.31 

19.54 

75.70 

1002 

1943 

0.89 

47.45 

53.46 

1006 

1944 

0.55 

32.05 

133.09 

1122 

1945 

0.21 

20.83 

95.74 

1389 

1946 

0.39 

21.73 

55.55 

1368 

1947 

0.38 

25.47 

32.46 

1013 

1948 

0.61 

34.12 

42.40 

1035 

1949 

0.12 

9.04 

36.52 

1126 

26 


Table  No  6. 

MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH. 

AGE  AND  SEX  INCIDENCE. 


Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Age  Periods 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

—  6  months 

— 

— 

_ _ 

. 

—12  „ 

— 

1 

3 

1 

—18  „ 

2 

1 

2 

1 

—  2  years 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 2* 

1 

2 

2 

1 

—  3  ,, 

— 

1 

2 

— 

—  4  „ 

4 

3 

4 

2 

—  5  „ 

7 

4 

3 

10 

—10  „ 

8 

6 

4 

1 

—15  „ 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

15  „+ 

• — 

1 

— 

1 

All  Ages  ... 

23 

22 

20 

17 

Totals 

45 

37 

Table  No.  7. 


BIRTH-RATES,  CIVILIAN  DEATH-RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF 
MORTALITY  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES  FOR  RUSHDEN  URBAN  DISTRICT  AND  ENGLAND 

AND  WALES.  1949. 


England 

and  Wales 

Rushden 

Live  Births 

16.7 

13.34 

Stillbirths 

0.39 

0.12 

Deaths 

All  Causes  ... 

11.7 

13.46 

Typhoid 

0.00 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

0.51 

0.54 

Whooping  Cough 

0.01 

0.06 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

Influenza  ... 

0.15 

0.24 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.45 

0.54 

Acute  polio-myelitis 

0.01 

0.00 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis 

0.01 

0.00 

Deaths  under  one  year 

32 

13.69 

1 

Notifications 

Typhoid 

0.01 

0.00 

Paratyphoid 

0.01 

0.00 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

0.02 

0.00 

Scarlet  fever 

1.63 

2.31 

Whooping  Cough 

2.39 

2.25 

Diphtheria 

0.04 

0.00 

Erysipelas  ... 

0.19 

0.48 

Measles 

8.95 

2.74 

Pneumonia 

0.80 

0.91 

Acute  Polio-myelitis ... 

0.13 

0.36 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis 

0.01 

0.00 

Food  Poisoning 

0.14 

0.00 
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Table  No.  8. 


NEW  CASES  OF  AND  DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS,  1949. 


Age 

Periods 

NEW  CASES 

DEA 

THS 

Respiratory 

Non- Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- Respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

—  1 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— ■ 

—15 

1 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—25 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

—35 

— 

■— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

—45 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— • 

— 

—55 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

—65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65 -f 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

4 

2 

5 

5 

2 

— 

o 

Ui 

Table  No.  9. 

AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

{Other  than  Tuberculosis).  1949. 


Diseases 

—1 

—2 

—3 

—4 

—5 

—10 

—15 

—20 

—35 

—45 

—65 

65+ 

All  Ages 

Removed 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

4 

5 

7 

18 

2 

1 

— 

• — 

— 

— ■ 

38 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

8 

2 

15 

— 

— 

Measles 

1 

6 

4 

7 

11 

14 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough 

4 

3 

5 

6 

13 

5 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

— • 

— 

37 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

2 

4 

1 

8 

— 

— 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

6 

6 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

Food  Poisoning 

Totals 

5 

12 

14 

20 

32 

40 

3 

1 

3 

4 

12 

3 

149 

6 

— 
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Table  No.  10. 


MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

(Other  than  Tuberculosis).  1949. 


Disease 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

r—H 

3 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Total 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

• — 

1 

5 

8 

15 

4 

38 

Pneumonia 

4 

4 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15 

Measles 

1 

— 

— 

10 

7 

21 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

Whooping  cough 

10 

2 

1 

1 

5 

— • 

3 

— 

— 

4 

10 

1 

37 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

8 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

• — • 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

6 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Totals 

18 

6 

7 

11 

14 

23 

8 

4 

6 

16 

27 

9 

149 

29 


Table  No.  11. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  for  the  year,  1949. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary 


Number 

on 

Register 

1 

Vumber  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

6 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

135 

49 

4 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers'  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

Total 

141 

50 

4 

i 

Nil. 

2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases 

in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

which  pro- 

Referred 

secutions 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

were 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

_ 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

— ■ 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  : 

(a)  insufficient 

14 

13 

— 

4 

— 

( b )  Unsuitable  or  defective 

11 

11 

_ 

— 

• - 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  in- 

eluding  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

25 

24 

— 

4 

Nil. 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 
110  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Wearing  Apparel — 
Making,  etc. 

194 

4 

Cleaning  and 

washing  . . . 

_____ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

The  making  of  boxes 
or  other  receptacles 
or  parts  thereof 
made  wholly  or 
partially  of  paper 

3 

Stuffed  toys... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

200 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Buildings, 

Rushden. 

August ,  1950. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rushden  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  on  the  environmental 
circumstances  of  the  district  for  the  year  1949. 

The  main  problem  is  still  that  of  providing  housing  accommodation, 
and  although  the  list  of  urgent  cases  is  being  gradually  reduced  the  task 
of  clearing  the  slum  areas  has  barely  been  approached  ;  moreover,  at  the 
present  rate  of  progress,  it  is  unlikely  that  a  start  will  be  made  on  this 
work  for  some  considerable  time. 

The  fight  to  uphold  the  existing  properties  in  a  reasonable  state  of 
repair  continues,  but  as  long  as  the  Rent  Restrictions  Acts  are  used  to 
peg  the  rents  while  repairs  have  increased  almost  threefold,  it  will  remain 
a  difficult  task. 

The  general  standard  of  sanitation  has  been  improved  and  the 
provision  of  an  adequate  cesspool  emptying  service  has  contributed  in 
no  small  measure  to  attain  this  end. 

The  meat  and  food  inspection  service  has  been  maintained  at  a  high 
level  of  efficiency,  but  not  withstanding  the  great  service  rendered  to  the 
community  I  feel  that  many  improvements  could  be  made  if  the  multi¬ 
farious  authorities  now  acting  under  the  Ministry  of  Food  were  to  be 
disbanded  and  the  control  of  slaughtering  handed  back  to  the  Local 
Authorities  where  such  responsibility  properly  belongs.  This  situation 
still  obtains  despite  the  fact  that  the  abattoir  in  the  Rushden  area  happens 
to  be  one  of  the  best  in  the  County. 

New  legislation  in  the  form  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies) 
Act  and  the  Milk  Regulations,  1949,  came  into  force  during  the  year  and, 
in  theory,  this  authority  was  relieved  of  some  of  its  duties  in  the  field  of 
milk  production.  In  actual  fact,  due  to  the  few  farms  existing  in  the 
Urban  District,  the  Health  Department  have  no  fewer  duties  and  must 
needs  refer  any  contraventions  of  the  Act  relating  to  farms  to  a  central 
authority,  whereas  previously  such  matters  were  dealt  with  in  a  summary 
manner. 

Relations  with  traders  and  certain  sections  of  the  public  have  been 
maintained  and  improved  by  lectures  and  demonstrations  and  it  is  hoped 
to  enlarge  upon  this  method  of  contact  in  the  future  as  I  believe  that 
hygienic  conditions  result  from  the  spread  of  knowledge  of  such  matters. 

Details  of  most  of  the  Department’s  activities  will  be  found  in  the 
text  of  the  report  which  follows  and  I  am  grateful  for  the  assistance 
and  encouragement  I  have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  from  the  Council  generally  in  carrying 
out  my  duties.  I  thank  Dr.  Bermingham,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
for  his  advice  and  co-operation,  which  is  most  willingly  given  on  all 
occasions. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  ELLIS, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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PART  I 

GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 


The  following  tables  indicate  the  extent  of  the  work  carried  out  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year. 

1.  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS 
Houses. 

Public  Health  Acts 
Housing  Acts 
Infectious  Diseases 
Overcrowding 
Complaints 
Drainage  Inspections 
Drainage  Tests 
Rivers  and  Streams 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
Stables  and  Piggeries 
Rats  and  Mice  Infestation 
Insect  Pests 
Factories,  with  power 
Factories,  without  power  ... 

Workplaces 
Outworkers’  Rooms 
Bakehouses 
Public  Conveniences 
Swimming  Pools  ... 

Theatres,  Cinemas,  etc. 

Schools 
Offices 

Shops  Act,  1934 

Shops  Acts,  1912-38  (Hours,  etc.) 

Smoke  Observations 
Vacant  Land  and  Dumps 
Common  Yards  and  Passages 
Interviews  with  Owners,  etc. 

Miscellaneous  Visits 
Verminous  Premises  or  Rooms  ... 

Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Revisits  to  Premises  Under  Notice — P.H.  Act 
Revisits  to  Premises  Under  Notice — H.  Act 
Work  in  Pi  ogress  ... 


Meat  and  Foods. 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  347 

Butchers’  Shops  and  Stalls  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Grocers  and  Other  Food  Shops  ...  ...  ...  76 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  168 

Manufacture  or  preparation  of  preserved  food  ...  38 

Restaurants  and  Dining  Rooms  ...  ...  ...  23 

Other  Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Food  Vans  and  Vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Public  Markets  and  Food  Stalls  ...  ...  ...  — 

Visits  re  Unsound  Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Milk  Samples  Taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 

Milk  Bottles  and  Churn  Rinses  Sampled  ...  ...  30 

Watei  Samples  Taken — Main  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Rivers  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Swimming  Pools  ...  ...  6 
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75 

164 

187 

66 

11 

1 

34 

420 

49 

1 

6 

16 

32 

4 


2 

4 

11 

154 

198 

8 

3 

789 
31 
37 


VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS — cont. 

Interviews  at  Office 
Telephone  calls  made 
Telephone  calls  received 
Ice  Cream  Samples  Taken 

Total  Visits  and  Inspections 

Notices  Served. 

P.H.  Acts  (Informal) 

P.H.  Acts  (Statutory) 

H.  Acts  (Statutory) 

Total  Notices  Served 


480 

169 

204 

36 


...  5,041 


302 

2 

2 


306 


NUISANCES  DEBATED  AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED 


Year  ending  24th  December,  1949 

Roofs  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Walls  (External)  Repointed,  etc. 

Wall  Plaster  Repaired 
Floors  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Ceiling  Plaster  Repaired  ... 

Windows  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Fireplaces  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Cooking  Ranges  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Coppers  Provided  or  Repaired 
Sinks  or  Wash  Basins  Provided 
Sinks  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Sink  Waste  Pipes  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Interior  Water  Supplies  Provided 
Repairs  to  Water  Supplies 
Rainwater  Pipes  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Eaves  Guttering  Repaired  or  Renewed  ... 

Food  Stores  Provided  or  Repaired 
Sashcords  Provided 
Stairs  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Doors  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Woodwork  Repainted 
Chimneys  and  Stacks  Repaired  ... 

Yards  and  Passages  Paved  or  Repaired 
Dampness  Abated  ... 

Rooms  Cleansed  and  Redecorated 
Overcrowding  Abated 
Handrails  Fixed  in  Staircases 
Additional  Lighting  Provided 
Additional  Ventilation  Provided 

Drainage. 

Drains  Cleared  of  Obstructions 

Drains  Repaired  or  Reconstructed 

Drains  Connected  to  Sewers 

Inspection  Chambers  Provided  or  Repaired 

Vent  Pipes  or  F. A.i.'s  Provided  or  Repaired  ... 

New  Gullies  Provided 

Cesspolls  Cleansed  or  Repaired  ... 

New  Cesspools  Constructed 
Cesspools  Abolished 

Water  Closets. 

New  W.C.'s  Provided 
W.C.  Compartments  Repaired 
W.C.’s  Cleansed 


22 

19 

27 

10 

35 

22 

11 

1 

1 

10 

2 

3 

1 

11 

12 

9 

1 

12 

5 
1 

6 
19 

7 

11 


2 


24 

60 

9 

32 

14 

21 

95 

2 


46 

8 

1 
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NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED — cont. 

W.C.  Pedestals  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

W.C.  Cisterns  Provided  or  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  34 

Pailclosets  Repaired  or  Renewed  ...  ...  ...  — 

Pailclosets  Abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


Miscellaneous. 

Dustbins — New  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  221 

Offensive  Accumulations  Removed  ...  ...  ...  4 

Animals — Nuisances  Abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Verminous  Premises  Disinfested  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dirty  Premises  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Premises  Cleared — Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  43 

Co  traventions  Remedied  In  : 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Butchers’  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Food  Premises  Generally  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Factories  and  Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total  Defects  Remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  930 


2.  Drainage  and  Sanitation. 

The  purchase  of  the  cesspool  emptying  machine  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year  marked  a  great  advancement  in  sanitary  services  provided  by  the 
Council. 

The  unsatisfactory  conditions  which  prevailed  on  the  Court  Estate 
have  largely  been  overcome  by  provision  of  main  water  and  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  above  service.  However,  this  arrangement  for  sewage 
disposal  should  be  regarded  as  a  temporary  measure  and  the  Council 
should  bear  in  mind  the  desirability  of  sewering  this  area  at  some  future 
date. 

The  supervision  of  drainage  works  continued  throughout  the  year 
and  for  this  purpose  187  inspections  were  made  and  smoke  or  water 
tests  applied  on  66  occasions. 

One  difficult  problem  of  drainage  which  involved  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Committee  in  much  discussion  was  finally  solved  by  the  owner 
of  the  property  himself  who  adopted  the  unusual  method  of  demolishing 
part  of  his  premises  in  order  to  comply  with  the  bye-laws  requiring  that  a 
cesspool  shall  not  be  within  50  feet  of  a  building.  He  was  then  able  to 
construct  drainage  on  his  own  land.  This  case  amply  illustrates  the 
problems  arising  when  properties,  previously  owned  by  one  person, 
become  separated. 

3.  Refuse  Collection. 

The  improvement  in  the  refuse  collection  system  still  continued  to 
have  its  effect  in  the  Public  Health  Department.  The  rate  of  dustbin 
replacement  was  reduced  by  approximately  50%  ;  nevertheless,  221 
dustbins  were  supplied  to  private  properties  as  a  result  of  notices  served. 
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A  comprehensive  report  on  the  municipal  ownership  of  dustbins  was 
submitted  to  the  Committee  who  felt  that  the  present  time  was  not 
opportune  to  adopt  such  a  scheme.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Council  will 
reconsider  the  matter  at  some  future  date. 

4.  Disinfestation  and  Disinfections. 

The  disinfection  of  rooms,  bedding  and  clothing  was  carried  out 
promptly  after  infectious  disease  and  it  will  be  seen  from  the  table  below 
that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  activities  of  this  section  of  the 
Department. 

Requests  from  private  persons  has  also  increased  and  disinfections 
are  carried  out  on  behalf  of  neighbouring  authorities  from  time  to  time. 

The  incidence  of  verminous  premises  gives  no  cause  for  alarm 
although  it  was  found  necessary  to  deal  with  bed  bug  infestations  on  eight 
occasions. 


Disinfections 


After  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 

Rooms 

45 

Bedding 

236 

After  cases  of  Tuberculosis 

10 

35 

Private  Requests 

22 

100 

Articles  destroyed 

— 

84 

77 

455 

Amount  recoverable  (from  Private  Requests)  :  £1 8/8/-. 

Disinfecting  Station. 

A  new  vertical  boiler  was  purchased  to  replace  the  old  one  which  was 
declared  by  the  insurance  engineer  as  unsafe  to  operate.  When  it  is 
considered  that  this  boiler  had  given  some  twenty  years’  service  as  a 
second  hand  article,  the  Council  will  no  doubt  feel  that  renewal  was 
justified. 

5.  Rodent  Control. 

Destruction  of  rats  and  mice  has  been  carried  out  in  conformity 
with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

The  public  seem  to  be  much  more  aware  of  the  menace  from  rats 
due  to  publicity  given  to  the  subject  and  the  provision  of  a  reasonable 
service.  This  fact  is  shown  in  an  increase  of  approximately  100%  in 
the  number  of  visits  made  and  premises  cleared  of  vermin.  Four  hundred 
and  twenty  visits  were  made  and  43  premises  were  cleared  of  rats  and 
mice. 

The  town  sewers  were  test  baited  and  treated  for  rat  destruction  in 
April  and  again  in  September.  Shortage  of  labour  makes  this  task 
difficult  of  arrangement,  and  on  the  April  treatment  it  was  necessary  to 
ask  the  Divisional  Rodent  Officer  for  assistance.  A  team  of  operators 
from  the  Ministry’s  headquarters  at  Nottingham  completed  the  work 
and  the  charge  was  borne  by  the  Council.  One  hundred  and  thirty 
inspection  chambeis  were  baited  on  three  occasions  during  the  treatments. 
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The  Council’s  tip  at  Wellingborough  Road  also  received  attention 
and  it  was  estimated  that  a  kill  of  150-200  rats  was  achieved  after  treat¬ 
ment. 

6.  Moveable  Dwellings. 

Only  one  application  was  received  for  a  licence  to  occupy  a  caravan 
under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  This  licence  was 
refused. 

7.  Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  141  factories  and  workshops  on  the  register. 

The  large  number  of  factories  in  the  area  make  the  routine  inspection 
of  such  premises  a  difficult  task  for  the  present  staff  which  is  hardly 
sufficient  to  cope  with  duties  already  devolving  upon  them. 

It  may  be  possible  to  devote  more  attention  to  this  work  in  the 
future  although  it  must  be  stated  that  conditions  in  factories  and  work¬ 
shops  are  generally  good. 

The  outstanding  improvement  enforced  during  the  year  was  the 
construction  of  a  large  sanitary  block  at  an  engineering  works. 

All  firms  were  circularised  on  the  subject  of  neglected  returns  of 
outworkers  and  arrangements  have  been  made  to  ensure  compliance  with 
Section  110  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

The  table  showing  inspections  and  defects  remedied  will  be  found 
on  Page  30  in  the  Medical  Officer’s  Report. 

8.  Swimming  Bath. 

Six  samples  taken  from  the  public  swimming  baths  showed 
satisfactory  results. 

Visits  were  made  throughout  the  seasons  and  the  amounts  of  chlorine 
dosage  were  frequently  checked. 
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PART  2. 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 

1.  Milk  and  Dairies. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944  came  into 
operation  in  October,  1949,  and  although  it  constitutes  a  great  change  in 
the  control  of  milk  industry  over  the  country  generally,  it  does  not  affect 
the  Rushden  Urban  District  to  any  great  degree.  The  effect  of  the  Act 
was  to  pass  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  the  control  of 
milk  production  on  the  farms  and  the  responsibility  of  the  local  authority 
begins  when  the  milk  leaves  the  farm  gate.  In  short,  the  local  authority 
are  still  responsible  for  distribution  of  milk.  Of  the  eight  milk  producers 
formerly  on  the  Council's  register,  six  still  retail  milk  in  the  district,  and 
therefore  it  will  be  seen  that  very  little  change  in  the  duty  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  has  taken  place. 

New  Milk  Regulations  were  also  operative  in  1949  and  these  provided 
for  changes  in  the  designations  of  milk  and  a  stricter  control  over  pro¬ 
duction  and  distribution. 

There  are  15  retail  purveyors  on  the  register. 

A  lecture  and  demonstration  in  conjunction  with  Deosan  Ltd.,  was 
given  to  ice  cream  traders,  and  the  local  Dairyman's  Associarion,  in  the 
Council  Chambers.  The  meeting  was  well  attended  and  proved  a  good 
method  for  the  spreading  of  information  on  hygienic  methods  of 
sterilisation  of  plant  and  utensils. 

Two  T.T.  bottling  licences,  one  Accredited  licence  and  two 
supplementary  licences  for  Pasteurised  milk  were  issued  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936-49. 

Examinations  of  Milk. 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  samples  were  procured  for  examination 
by  the  prescribed  tests  carried  out  by  the  County  Council.  Analysis  of 
the  results  shows  that  of  the  total  samples  63.1%  were  satisfactory, 
17.6%  were  moderate  and  19.3%  were  unsatisfactory.  When  making 
comparison,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  summer  of  1949  was  one 
of  the  hottest  for  many  years. 
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Summarised  the  results  were  as  follows  : 

Milk  Samples 

No. 


Month 

examined 

Good 

Moderate 

Bad 

January 

6 

3 

3 

— 

February 

12 

11 

— 

1 

March 

6 

4 

2 

— 

April  . 

6 

5 

1 

— 

May 

6 

6 

— 

— 

June  . 

6 

4 

1 

1 

July  . 

12 

3 

2 

7 

August  ... 

12 

5 

1 

6 

September 

12 

5 

3 

4 

October  ... 

12 

4 

6 

2 

November 

12 

12 

— 

— 

December 

12 

10 

1 

1 

Totals 

114 

72 

20 

22 

Twenty-two  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  to  the 
Phosphatase  Test,  only  one  failing  to  comply  with  the  required  standard. 

The  sampling  of  washed  bottle  rinses  instituted  in  1948  was  continued 
with  good  effect.  The  following  table  shows  the  improvement  which 
has  taken  place  since  last  year. 

Rinsed  Milk  Bottles 

No.  No. 

Month  taken  examined  Good  Moderate  Bad 

January 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

February  ... 

4 

4 

2 

— 

2 

March 

4 

4 

2 

— 

2 

April 

4 

4 

4 

— 

May 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

June 

4 

4 

3 

• — 

1 

July 

2 

2 

— — 

— 

2 

August 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

September 

4 

4 

4 

— 

— 

October 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

November  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. _ 

December  . . . 

3 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

32 

29 

20 

1 

8 
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2.  Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream. 

The  requirements  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations, 
1947,  have  now  been  applied  completely  to  the  Rushden  area. 

Standards  of  the  highest  possible  within  the  framework  of 
legislation  have  been  adopted  and  all  manufacturers  failing  to  comply 
have  been  persuaded  to  sell  wrapped  ice  cream  or  alternatively  retire 
from  the  trade. 

One  new  hot  mix  factory  has  been  constructed  in  a  manner  which 
should  be  a  model  for  persons  entering  the  trade,  three  manufacturers 
of  cold  mix  have  reverted  to  the  sale  of  wrapped  ice  cream  or  retired 
from  the  trade,  and  the  number  of  persons  selling  wrapped  ice  cream  has 
risen  by  twenty. 

The  state  of  the  register  to  date  is  as  follows  : 


Hot  Mix  manufacturers  ...  ...  3 

Cold  Mix  manufacturers  ...  ...  3 

Sellers  of  wrapped  ice  cream  ...  ...  29 


Total  ...  ...  ...  35 


A  new  test  (methylene  blue)  was  introduced  to  replace  the  previous 
method  of  bacterial  plate  count.  Thirty-six  samples  were  examined  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Northampton,  and  the  results  were  as 
follows  : 

Number  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  36 

Number  of  samples  satisfactory  ...  18 

Number  of  samples  unsatisfactory  ...  18 

3.  Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Preserved  Food. 

A  comprehensive  survey  of  this  type  of  food  premises  was  carried 
out,  revealing  that  nine  persons  had  failed  to  register  under  Section  14 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  Each  shop  was  inspected  and  reports 
are  being  prepared  for  consideration  by  a  special  Sub-Committee  early 
in  1950.  Thirty-three  premises  are  now  registered  in  accordance  with 
the  Act. 

Meetings  to  form  a  Northamptonshire  Clean  Food  Guild  were  held 
on  several  occasions  during  the  year,  but  all  obstacles  have  not  yet  been 
surmounted  and  the  Guild  is  far  from  being  established. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  enforce  the  closure  of  a  small  cafe. 


4.  Slaughter  of  Animal  Acts,  1933. 

One  licence  to  slaughter  animals  was  granted  during  the  year. 
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5.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Inspection  of  meat  at  the  Government  controlled  abattoir  at  Bedford 
Road  has  been  carried  on  throughout  the  year.  Although  there  has  been 
a  25%  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered,  100%  inspection 
has  been  maintained.  Much  of  this  work  has  been  performed  outside 
the  usual  office  hours  and  a  considerable  amount  of  time  has  been  spent 
compiling  records  for  this  report  and  for  presentation  to  the  Committee 
at  the  end  of  each  month.  The  cases  coming  under  the  head  of  “  casua¬ 
lties  ”  and  “  emergency  slaughter  ”  have  again  been  one  of  the  chief 
concerns  of  the  meat  inspector,  for  many  animals  brought  to  the  abattoir 
suffer  from  diseases  of  an  acute  febrile  nature.  Conditions  encountered 
in  such  cases  are  often  indefinite,  untypical  and  frequently  of  obscure 
origin,  and  therefore  demand  the  closest  scrutiny  and  careful  attention 
of  the  inspector. 

History  of  these  cases  is  hard  to  obtain,  the  owner  being  reluctant 
to  give  details  which  he  thinks  will  prejudice  any  decision  on  the  carcase. 

The  work  of  meat  inspection  would  be  greatly  assisted,  and  indeed 
the  public  further  safeguarded  against  the  danger  of  unsound  meat,  if 
the  Ministry  of  Food  would  ensure  arrangements  for  such  animals  to  be 
accompanied  by  a  veterinary  surgeon’s  certificate  giving  details  of  each 
case,  or  alternatively  a  written  statement  by  the  owner  indicating  the 
reason  for  emergency  slaughter. 

Co-operation  with  the  local  Ministry  of  Food  officials  and 
representatives  of  the  W.M.S.A.  has  again  been  a  pleasant  feature  of  the 
year’s  work  and  this  cordial  relationship  is  a  great  contribution  to  the 
provision  of  an  efficient  service. 

The  inspection  of  foods  other  than  meat  also  involved  a  considerable 
amount  of  time.  Fifty- two  visits  were  made  to  various  shops,  stores  and 
warehouses  and  more  than  1  ton  of  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption. 

The  following  information  will  indicate  the  extent  of  the  work 
carried  out. 
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...  ...  ...  ...  13,634 

Abattoir  ...  ...  ...  ...  376 


No.  of  visits  to  the  Abattoir  ... 
No.  of  visits  to  shops,  stores,  etc. 
No.  of  animals  slaughtered 
No.  of  casualties  admitted  to  the 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Number  of  animals  slaughtered  and 
inspected  ... 

Bulls  &> 
Steers 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  <S> 
Lambs 

Pigs 

826 

1,026 

638 

9,316 

1,162 

Specific  diseases  other  than  Tuber- 

culosis  causing  condemnation  of 

All 

whole  carcase 

Bovines 

Emaciation  ... 

1 

_ 

3 

- 

Fever- Acute  ... 

4 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Immaturity  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Gangrene 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Joint  Ill 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

Mastitis  (including  Septic)  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Moribund 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Pertitonitis  (Septic) 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pericarditis  ... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  (Including  Gangrene)  ... 

2 

— 

— 

3 

2 

Pyaemia 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Septicaemia  ... 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Swine  Erysipelas-Acute 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Uraemia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

19 

1 

6 

13 

5 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  for 

T.B.  only 

All  Bovines 

55 

— 

3 

Bulls  <S 
Steers 


Cows  Calves  Pigs 


Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

122 

564 

3 

59 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  T.B. 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

All  Adult 
Bovine 

31.83% 

55.48% 

0.47% 

5.16% 

Weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned. 

Tons 

Carcase  Meat...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Offal  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

2  0  19 

12  7 

Total  ...  ...  46  Tons  3  cwts.  2  qrs.  26  lbs. 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

Seventeen  cases  of  cysticercus  bovis  were  diagnosed  in  cattle  during  the  year, 
8  steers,  7  cows  and  2  heifers  being  affected. 

No.  of  animals  No.  showing  No.  showing  No.  showing  No.  affected  in 
affected  head  lesions  heart  lesions  diaphram  other  locations 

lesions 


17  17  5  3  1 
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UNSOUND  FOOD 


The  following  food  stuffs  were  inspected  at  the  Abattoir  or  local  shops  and  found 
unfit  for  human  consumption.  In  all  cases  the  food  was  destroyed  or  disposed  of 


for  animal  feeding. 

Tins  of  meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Tins  of  fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Tins  of  vegetables  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  155 

Tins  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 

Tins  of  fruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Tins  of  jam  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Tins  of  soup  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  .  3 

Tins  of  fruit  juice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Tins  of  tomato  juice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tins  of  fish  paste  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Tins  of  puddings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Jars  of  pickles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Boxes  of  dates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Packets  of  dried  egg  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Packets  of  gravy  salt  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Quantities  of  Bacon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Quantities  of  Wet  Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Quantities  of  Sausages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Quantities  of  Sausage  meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Quantities  of  Pork  Brawn  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Quantities  of  Cheese  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Quantities  of  Frozen  beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Quantities  of  canned  corned  beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fish  Cakes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 


The  Total  Weight  being  :  1  Ton,  1  cwt.,  0  qrs.,  18  lbs. 
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HOUSING 


There  has  been  little  scope  for  the  application  of  the  Housing  Acts, 
activity  being  confined  to  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  property  to 
ward  off  further  deterioration. 

It  was  found  necessary  after  serving  notice  on  one  particular  owner, 
to  carry  out  works  in  default  in  respect  of  two  properties. 

The  Housing  Act,  1949  will  be  used  to  good  effect  by  both  owners 
and  local  authorities  at  some  future  date  but  licencing  and  capital  ex¬ 
penditure  restrictions  prevent  its  practical  use  at  the  present  time. 

The  task  of  slum  clearance  is  still  being  restrained  of  necessity  and 
by  Government  policy,  but  demolition  orders  under  Section  11  were 
made  on  two  properties. 

On  conjunction  with  the  County  Planning  Authority,  a  survey  of 
the  condition  and  age  of  properties  in  the  area  was  carried  out  and  the 
findings  recorded  on  large  scale  maps  ;  no  doubt  these  records  will 
prove  useful  when  the  Council  are  able,  once  again,  to  commence  the 
clearance  of  slum  properties. 

Information  relating  to  housing  activity  is  set  down  below. 


No.  of  inspections  made  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  97 

No.  of  revisits  to  houses  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  119 

No.  of  informal  notices  served  under  the  Public  Health 

and  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  individual  houses  dealt  with  under  Section  11  ...  2 

No.  of  condemned  houses  still  occupied  ...  ...  11 
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